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1 Purpose of Report 

1.1 To provide a summary of the analysis of attainment in City of Edinburgh 
schools for the year 2010-2011. 

2 Main Report 

2.1 The focus on attainment and accountability are well established in the authority.  
Headteachers are fully engaged in improving performance in schools.  Overall 
evaluative statements made in this report are arrived at using approaches used 
at school level (see Appendix 1).  City-wide reporting has taken place since 
1999. 

2.2 Effective performance in education is complex and impossible to characterise 
using figures alone.  As the information provided in this report is focussed on 
attainment, the resulting findings are therefore indicative rather than conclusive. 

2.3 The close monitoring of attainment against a range of benchmarks at individual, 
school and authority level using national qualifications is making an important 
contribution to the raising of educational standards. 

2.4 In respect of pre-5 children in nursery schools, classes and other pre-5 centres, 
reference is made to progress and learning rather than attainment.  The same 
applies for certain pupils with Additional Support Needs.  For these pupils, 
progress and learning is a better reflection of attainment.  Separate reports for 
special schools and looked after children will be produced for Committee in 
March 2012. 

2.5 The 2010-2011 audit of attainment from pre-5 to the end of S2 consisted of 
evaluations of Quality Indicators 1.1 Improvements in Performance, Curriculum 
for Excellence reporting and information from a range of assessments and an 
attainment meeting between headteachers and Quality Improvement Officers in 
primary and secondary schools.  There is no change to national qualifications; 
S3-S6 is reported as in previous attainment reports.  

2.6 Overall improvement in performance in the pre-5 sector is good. 

2.7 Overall improvement in performance/attainment in primary is good. 
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2.8 Overall attainment in S1/S2 is good. 

2.9 Overall attainment in S3/S4 is good. 

2.10 Overall attainment in S5/S6 is very good. 

3 Attainment in National Qualifications Examinations 2011 (pre-appeal) 

3.1 Attainment in national qualifications is expressed as a percentage of the 
original S4 roll and is reported in a number of ways (see Appendix 1). 

3.2 National examinations attainment is expressed in terms of the Scottish Credit 
and Qualifications Framework (SCQF) as follows:  

 Level 3: Access 3; Standard Grade at 5-6 (Foundation) 

 Level 4: Intermediate 1 at A-C: Standard Grade at 3-4 (General) 

 Level 5: Intermediate 2 at A-C; Standard Grade at 1-2 (Credit) 

 Level 6: Higher at A-C 

 Level 7: Advanced Higher at A-C 

 

3.3 Attainment can be reported cumulatively by the end of each stage of schooling 
and also as a three-year rolling average by the end of S6.  The information 
below is reported using single-year, end-of-stage measures.  

4 End of stage measures 

4.1 The following measures and evaluations are based on single-year, end-of-
stage measures for S4, S5 and S6 for academic session 2010-2011.   

4.2 The percentage of the S4 roll attaining awards in English and Mathematics at 
SCQF level 3 or better by the end of S4 is 93% which is equal to the previous 
year’s performance and is equal to the national average.  

4.3 The percentage of the S4 roll attaining five or more awards at SCQF level 3 or 
better by the end of S4 is 92% which is higher than the previous year’s figure of 
90% and is just below the national average of 93%.  

4.4 The percentage of the S4 roll attaining five or more awards at SCQF level 4 or 
better by the end of S4 is 77% which is higher than the previous year’s 
performance of 76% and is just below the national average of 78%. 

4.5 The percentage of the S4 roll attaining five or more awards at SCQF level 5 or 
better by the end of S4 is 39% which is higher than the previous year’s figure of 
38% and is above the national average of 35%. 

4.6 The percentage of the S4 roll attaining one or more awards at SCQF level 6 or 
better by the end of S5 is 47% which is equal to the previous year and is above 
the national average of 44%. 

4.7 The percentage of the S4 roll attaining three or more awards at SCQF level 6 
or better by the end of S5 is 28% which is lower than the previous year’s figure 
of 29% but is above the national average of 26%. 
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4.8 The percentage of the S4 roll attaining five or more awards at SCQF level 6 or 
better by the end of S5 is equal to the previous year’s performance of 14% and 
is above the national average of 12%. 

4.9 The percentage of the S4 roll attaining five or more awards at SCQF level 6 or 
better by the end of S6 is 28% which is higher than the previous year’s 
performance of 26% and is above the national average of 23%. 

4.10 The percentage of the S4 roll attaining one or more award at SCQF level 7 or 
better by the end of S6 is 20% which is higher than the previous year’s figure of 
18% and is well above the national average of 15%. 

4.11 A summary of information for each secondary school in the authority for the 
period 2007-2011 is attached as Appendices 1d-1f.  

5 Single Outcome Agreement Measures 

5.1 The following evaluations are based on three-year rolling averages by the end 
of S6 over the period 2009-2011.  These measures, formerly known as 
National Priority Targets, are used in City of Edinburgh’s Single Outcome 
Agreement with the Scottish Government.  

5.2 Performance in relation to Target 1 – percentage of the original S4 cohort 
attaining SCQF level 3 or better in both English and Mathematics by the end of 
S6 is 93% which is higher than the previous year’s performance of 92% and is 
equal to the national average of 93%. 

5.3 Performance in relation to Target 2 - percentage of the original S4 cohort 
attaining 5 or more awards at SCQF level 3 or better by the end of S6 is 91% 
which is higher than the previous year’s performance of 90% and is below the 
national average of 92%. 

5.4 Performance in relation to Target 3 - percentage of the original S4 cohort 
attaining 5 or more awards at SCQF level 4 or better by the end of S6 is 79% 
which is higher than the previous year’s performance of 78% and is equal to 
the national average of 79%. 

5.5 Performance in relation to Target 7 – percentage of the original S4 cohort 
attaining 5 or more awards at SCQF level 6 or better by the end of S6 is 26% 
which is higher than the previous year’s performance of 24% and above the 
national average of 22%. 

6 Assessment 

6.1 Supporting schools with moderation as part of implementation of Curriculum for 
Excellence included position papers, central support from the Quality 
Improvement Team and advice on interpreting standardised assessments to 
improve learning and teaching.  

6.2 Through well-established implementation of Individualised Educational 
Programmes (IEPs) and Additional Support Plans (ASPs) considerable 
progress has been achieved in setting learning outcomes and monitoring 
progress for pupils with Additional Support Needs including, where appropriate, 
pupils with disabilities. 
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7 Gender 

7.1 Monitoring attainment by gender is well established at school and authority 
level and further information can be found throughout Appendix 1.  In this 
current year, in almost all subjects, there is no statistically significant difference 
between boys and girls when judged by the typical attainment for each sex.  

8 Attainment of Black Minority Ethnic (BME) Pupils 

8.1 The authority is committed to the need to refine and improve the monitoring, 
collection and interpretation of information about the attainment of BME pupils.  

9 Action to Raise Attainment 

9.1 A very extensive range of strategies has been deployed to raise attainment in 
all sectors and is showing success.  Further improvement is being pursued 
through a range of approaches designed to develop greater challenge for 
pupils in line with their needs.  Strategies to raise attainment include: 

a) more effective use of attainment data and professional judgement to 
secure improvement at all levels; 

b) prioritisation of support to improve attainment of the lowest attaining 
20% of pupils with a particular focus on literacy including integrated 
literacy working and numeracy through Number Counts; 

c) subject-specific reporting which identifies and shares effective practice; 
d) a wide range of continuing professional development opportunities which 

focus on securing improvement; 
e) validated self-evaluation in schools/establishments focussing on 

improvements in performance, learning experiences, meeting learning 
needs, the curriculum and improvement through self evaluation; 

f) strategic lead and support to implement Curriculum for Excellence in all 
settings with a focus on improving learning and teaching; 

g) improved use of SEEMIS (management information system) to track and 
monitor pupils’ progress; 

h) Quality Improvement Team delivering a more proportionate approach to 
support and challenge to schools; 

i) establish short-life working groups focussing on moderation/assessment, 
reporting/profiling and implementing the senior phase.  

 
9.2 National Priority targets have been set for 2012. 
 
10 Financial Implications 

10.1 There are no financial implications contained in this report. 

11 Equalities Impact 

11.1 Reporting on attainment of Equalities Groups is included in each school’s 
attainment visit report where any areas for improvement are identified. 

11.2 The Equalities Monitoring Implementation Group (EMIG) meets regularly to 
monitor the attainment of Equalities Groups and identifies strategies for 
improvement where required. 
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12 Environmental Impact 

12.1 None.  

13 Conclusion 

13.1 It should be noted that in almost all attainment measures there has been 
improvement.  Overall evaluation of attainment in Edinburgh for 2010-2011 is 
evaluated as good. 

14 Recommendations 

The Committee is recommended to: 

a) note the levels of attainment presented in the report; 
 

b) note that attainment in examinations in authority schools, taking account of 
the key measures where meaningful comparison can be made, may be 
described overall as good; 

 
c) note that strategies deployed to raise attainment continue to show success; 

 
d) agree to the actions proposed to raise attainment; 

 
e) agree to receive further reports on attainment; 

 
f) note that separate reports for special schools and looked after children will 

be produced for Committee in March 2012; and 
 

g) agree to include reporting on improvements in performance in special 
schools and looked after children in the 2012 report. 

 
 

Gillian Tee
Director of Children and Families

 
 

Appendices Attainment Report 2011  
 

 

Contact/tel Karen Prophet   karen.prophet@edinburgh.gov.uk   
Tel: (0131) 469 3048 

 
 

Wards affected All 
 

 

Single outcome 
agreement 

National Outcome 4 
Children and young people are successful learners. 
Local Outcome 7 Inequalities in Scottish Society. 

 
 

Background Papers Attainment Report 2007 
Attainment Report 2008 
Attainment Report 2009 
Attainment Report 2010 
Interim Attainment Report 2007-2008 
Interim Attainment Report 2008-2009 
Interim Attainment Report 2009-2010 
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